
Lessons from Europe

• Link parking to public transport. 
Amsterdam, Paris, Zurich, and Strasbourg 
limit how much parking is allowed in 
new developments based on distance to a 
bus, tram or metro stop. Zurich has made 
significant investments in new tram and 
bus lines while making parking more 
expensive and less convenient. Between 
2000 and 2005, the share of public transit 
use went up by 7%, while the share of cars 
in traffic declined by 6%.

• Charge rational prices for on-street 
parking. In Paris, the on-street parking 
supply has been reduced by over 9% since 
2003, and of the remaining stock, 95% is 
paid parking. The result, along with other 
transport infrastructure improvements, 
has been a 13% decrease in driving.  

• Parking reforms can help manage 
congestion and might be more feasible 
than congestion charging. While London, 
Stockholm, and a few other European cities 
have managed to implement congestion 
charging, more are turning to parking. 
Parking caps have been set in Zurich and 
Hamburg’s business districts to freeze the 
existing supply, where access to public 
transport is easiest. 

• Use surplus revenue from parking 
tariffs to support other mobility needs. In 
Barcelona, 100% of surplus revenue goes 
to operate Bicing—the city’s public bike 
system. Several boroughs in London use 
parking revenue to subsidize transit passes 
for seniors and the disabled, who ride 
public transit for free.

The Power of Parking   
Every car trip begins and ends in a parking space, making parking regulation a powerful 
way to manage congestion and improve air quality. They can also free up valuable public 
space in urban centers for bike lanes, bus lanes, or streetscape improvements or even 
help raise funds for these initiatives. 

ITDP recently reviewed parking practices in ten European cities that are leaders in park-
ing policy reforms that have: revitalized and fostered thriving town centers; significantly 
reduced private car trips and air pollution; and improved quality of life. ITDP presents 
these case studies as examples of best practices for cities around the world. 

EUROPEAN PARKING 
BEST PRACTICES

itdp.org

Removing parking can transform cities. Breda, The Netherlands, before (left) and after (right) the Nieuwe Mark was restored from a road and 
underground parking facility to the original canal. Source: Wessel Keizer



Download the full report 
“Europe’s Parking U-Turn” 
at itdp.org.
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Best Practice Highlights 
Parking Minimums and Maximums
Most cities traditionally have required a mini-
mum number of parking spaces be built as 
part of new developments, usually at least 
one per residential unit. Minimums for com-
mercial developments are generally set per 
square meter depending upon a building’s 
purpose. European cities today are abolish-
ing or drastically reducing these parking 
minimums in town centers, and Zurich and 
Copenhagen have set maximums on the new 
spaces allowed to be built.  

On Street Parking Fees
Cities often undervalue their curbside park-
ing, essentially giving away land in some of 
the highest rent districts. Appropriate pricing 
can help a city optimize the availability of 
parking spaces and provide an incentive for 
people to choose a more sustainable mode of 
travel. London sets parking fees and regula-
tions relative to the local context, e.g., higher 
hourly parking rates in a popular shopping 
district prevent all-day commuters from 
parking while favoring short-term visitors 
coming to shop. Zurich and Munich use a 
similar fine-grained approach that varies in 
cost based on location and time of day.

CITY

Amsterdam 

Antwerp 

Barcelona 

Copenhagen 

Hamburg 

Madrid 

Munich 

Stockholm 

Strasbourg 

 

Vienna

MINIMUM RESIDENTIAL STANDARDS

1 spot/housing unit + 0.2 added for guests 

1.1 spots/dwelling unit; 2 bicycle spots/dwelling unit 

1 spot/2–6 apartments (depending on area) 

1 spot/100 sq. meters 

0.2/living unit in CBD, 0.8/living unit outside CBD 

1 spot/unit 

1 spot/unit 

0.14 spots/room 

0.5 spots/apartment if within 500 meters of PT,  

   1 spot/apartment otherwise 

1 spot/dwelling

A comparison of parking minimums in ten cities.

CITY

Amsterdam 

London 

Stockholm 

Copenhagen 

Paris 

Barcelona 

Antwerp 

Munich 

Hamburg 

Strasbourg 

Vienna

CITY CENTER FIRST HOUR COST (Euros)

5.00 € 

4.00 € 

3.87 € 

3.86 € 

3.60 € 

2.85 € 

2.50 € 

2.50 € 

2.00 € 

1.60 € 

1.20 €

First hour parking city comparisons

Left to right: A variety of approaches to making parking work better for residents. Barcelona, Spain is using parking fees to help finance Bici, the City’s bike-
sharing program. Antwerp, Belgium makes it easy to pay for parking by mobile phone (Source: GAPA). Munich, Germany has residents-only parking zones. 


