
 

 

 

Senior Research Associate 
 
Organization  
 
The Institute for Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP) promotes sustainable and 
equitable transport worldwide.  ITDP is a nonprofit organization headquartered in New York 
City with offices in Africa, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico and the United States. 
ITDP’s programs focus on bus rapid transit, active transport, travel demand management, 
parking, transport policy, shared mobility, and urban development.  More information about 
ITDP can be found at www.itdp.org. 
 
The Senior Research Associate is a full-time position in the Washington, D.C.-based Research 
Group under ITDP’s Global Programs. A major goal of the Research Group is to synthesize 
complex data into descriptive, easily understandable information that leads to better decision 
making by elected officials. A key role of the Senior Associate will be to conduct strategic 
research to identify best practices and communicate those ideas through clear writing and 
presentations to facilitate action on the ground. To foster better measurement of 
transportation trends and policy effectiveness, the Senior Associate will help develop and 
track urban indicators, working closely with staff across ITDP’s field offices and with other 
global non-governmental organizations (e.g. C40 & ICLEI), multilateral development banks 
(e.g. World Bank & Asian Development Bank) and local and national governments. The 
position will also require strong critical thinking to develop effective, data-based policy and 
planning guidance for rapidly changing urban transportation technologies, including 
bikeshare, TNCs, and automated vehicles. 
 
The Senior Research Associate will report to the Transport Research and Evaluation Manager 
and will work with staff across all ITDP offices. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

● Conduct data analysis & research on sustainable transportation and development, 
using GIS, SPSS and Excel.  

● Conduct literature reviews and outreach. 
● Develop and author original research on sustainable transport and urban development, 

including white papers, reports, articles, memos, talking points and other written 
materials. 

● Create communications materials based on analysis of data, such as annual rapid 
transit changes maps, transit coverage comparison charts, a Map of the Month, and/or 
blog posts. 

● Develop policy guidance materials for translating research into practice. 
● Coordinate with external organizations to develop common standards and foster better 

measurement of progress on urban transport & development. 
● Present research findings at conferences. 
● Other duties as assigned. 

http://www.itdp.org/


 

 
 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS 
 

● Master’s degree in urban planning, geography, economics, or other relevant field, with 

research background and strong interest in sustainable transportation 

● 2-4 years of internships/work experience in a related field 

● Extensive writing experience on urban transportation and strong oral and interpersonal 

communication skills 

● Proficiency in GIS and Excel 

● Capable of conducting fast-paced internet research 

● Strong critical thinking, attention to detail and problem solving skills 

● Ability to manage time efficiently, especially to discern and prioritize urgent requests 

● International experience desired 

● Understanding of international agreements (e.g. Sustainable Development Goals & the 

Paris Climate Agreement) a plus 

● Statistical analysis and SPSS experience a plus 

 

To apply, please send a resume and  cover letter to jobs@itdp.org with “Senior 
Research Associate” in the subject line. No phone calls, please. 
 


