
 

 

 

Research Senior Associate- Washington, D.C. 
 

Organization  
 

The Institute for Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP) promotes sustainable and 
equitable urban transport worldwide.  ITDP is a nonprofit organization headquartered in New 
York City with offices in Africa, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico and the United States. 
ITDP’s programs focus on public transit, active transport, travel demand management, 
parking, transport policy, shared mobility, and urban development.  More information about 
ITDP can be found at www.itdp.org. 
 

The Research Senior Associate is a full-time position in the Washington, D.C. office working 
within the Research Group under ITDP’s Global Programs. A major goal of the Research Group 
is to synthesize complex data into descriptive, easily understandable information that leads 
to better decision making by elected officials. The Senior Associate will be tasked with the 
analysis (breaking data apart) and synthesis (bringing information together) of data on ITDP 
research projects and the communication of the results through visualizations and narratives 
that influence key decision makers. 
 

Key research projects relate to documenting and spreading best practices, internal 
monitoring and evaluation, assessing urban metrics for cities around the world and developing 
improved metrics for assessing progress at the city, regional and national levels. The Senior 
Associate will work closely with the communications team as well as field offices in designing 
research, crafting messages and developing visualizations. 
 

The Research Senior Associate will report to the Transport Research and Evaluation Manager 
and will work with staff across all offices. 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

● Utilize a variety of quantitative and qualitative methods to analyse diverse data sets, 
such as network analysis, systems analysis, geospatial modeling and mapping, 
narrative analysis and survey analysis. 

● Synthesize data to produce findings visually (mapping, infographics, data visualization) 
and narratively (reports, blog posts, presentations) for non-technical audiences. 

● Manage long-term research inquiries, from conception to publication and 
dissemination. 

● Conduct research to facilitate on-going projects and ground new inquiries. 
● Evaluate current scholarship and communicate with top scholars and experts, to gain 

expertise in a topic and assess potential for new directions or projects.  
● Work with team to design and organize meetings and conferences to present our work 

and engage with community. 
● Explore new techniques for examining data, such as ways to use big or open data sets 

and other secondary source data. 
● Provide help in managing research norms and standards across the organization, 

http://www.itdp.org/


 

including ensuring integrity and consistency in data collection. 
● Participate in coalitions and working groups to provide research and data support to 

the community and represent ITDP’s perspective. 
● Present research findings at conferences and workshops. 
● Other duties as assigned. 

 

 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS 
 

● Undergraduate degree in urban planning, urban studies, economics, engineering or 

other relevant field, with research background and strong interest in sustainable 

transportation  

● 3-5 years related experience or masters degree plus 1-2 years related experience  

● Proven ability to produce clear messages, both written and visually, from research 

findings and data 

● Capable of conducting fast-paced internet research  

● Strong attention to detail and problem solving skills 

● Ability to manage time efficiently, especially to discern and prioritize urgent requests 

● High Proficiency in GIS and Excel 

● Statistical analysis (SPSS) experience a plus 

● Demonstrated experience with open-source data research 

● Comfort with a range of data analysis and visualization tools, such as Excel, MySQL, 

Pythin, Paxata, Tableau 

● Innovative and creative problem solver 

 

 
To apply, please send a resume and cover letter to jobs@itdp.org with “Research Senior 
Associate” in the subject line. No phone calls, please. 
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