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South Africa is committed to developing a sustainable public transport 

system that meets the mobility and accessibility needs of all its people – 

incorporating all modes from walking and cycling to mass transport. 

 

Since 2007 the Public Transport Infrastructure and Systems Grant 

(PTISG) has been established by National Treasury and the Department 

of Transport  to fund catalytic public transport projects in 12 cities 

around South Africa. About R6 billion is allocated annually for these 

projects. 

 

Through this PTISG funding a number of projects are being implemented 

as part of integrated public transport networks 

 

A major recapitalisation of our metro rail system has been approved in 

principle - 6000 coaches, new signalling equipment, three new depots, 

estimated cost R123bn over 20 years. 

COMMITMENT 



METRO RAIL 

• New rolling stock – current ave. age 

37 years 

• Station upgrading 

• Service improvements 

• Better integration into metropolitan 

public transport systems 

• Need  to maintain and build on local 

rail expertise 



 

 

 

 

 

BUS RAPID TRANSPORT (BRT) 

IN THE METROS 

Rea Vaya  - City of Joburg 

• Phase 1A between Soweto and CBD carrying over 1 million   

passenger trips per month and growing 

• Phase 1B from Soweto nearing completion and will start 

operating in 2012 

• Phase 1C between Alexandra and the CBD currently in 

detailed planning and design 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

BUS RAPID TRANSPORT IN THE 

METROS (2) 

MyCiti - City of Cape Town 

• Airport–City express shuttle service running since 2010 

• West Coast BRT trunk and feeder service between Table View and CBD 

started operating earlier this year and are being expanded to Atlantis 

• Planning has started on a BRT service to Khayelitsha 



 

 

INTEGRATED PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT NETWORKS IN 

SECONDARY CITIES 

• Intervene before city grows to over 1m population 

• Opportunity to implement integrated public transport 

networks in fewer phases and thus have a greater impact 

• Address carbon emissions and congestion, land use and 

spatial development and related matters before they 

become “megacity size” issues 



 

 

 

 

 

High unemployment means we need to maximize local content and 

prioritise sustainable and decent job creation, including training and skills 

transfer for the future. 

 

Both the informal taxi industry as well as the subsidised bus and rail 

industries need to be fundamentally transformed in the move to new 

integrated public transport networks. 

 

The PTISG funding, although very valuable in getting catalytic public 

transport projects off the ground, is currently insufficient to maintain the 

critical momentum once project implementation takes off.  

 

We need to seek additional funding sources to accelerate the 

transformational process for the benefit of the majority of South Africans who 

do not as yet own cars, are captive to public transport, and many of whom 

will be the very people most affected by climate change in future. 
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