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UN report a wake-up call for Durban 
climate talks 

 
A United Nations report released today showing that global efforts to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions are way off track underlines the need for world leaders to make real 
progress at the forthcoming global climate change talks in Durban, South Africa, WWF 
said. 
 
Bridging the Emissions Gap was published by the world’s leading authority on 
environmental issues – the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) – and it 
makes dire conclusions about the state of global emissions reduction efforts, while 
outlining how they can be rectified. 
 
Samantha Smith, head of WWF's Global Climate and Energy Initiative, said: "This 
report should be a big reality check for negotiators heading into the Durban talks. It very 
clearly shows the world is heading for very dangerous levels of climate change if we 
don't take decisive action right now. The good news is that UNEP confirms that we still 
can get on the right path, if we move quickly to stop deforestation and shift to renewable 
energy. The gap is not technical or economic - it is a gap in political will and leadership. 
 
"Realistically, nobody is expecting governments to close this gap fully in Durban. But at 
the very least they must avoid making the gap even bigger by agreeing to weak rules on 
carbon accounting - we are already in a deep hole, and it's time to stop digging."  
 
The report found that global emissions in 2020 need to be reduced to 44 gigatonnes of 
carbon dioxide equivalent – well below current levels – to give a “likely” chance of 
keeping warming below 2°C.  
 
However, even if governments’ most ambitious pledges are implemented in full, 
emissions will be 6 gigatonnes above this level – almost equivalent to the annual 
emissions from the United States. In practice the “gigatonne gap” is much wider – up to 
11 gigatonnes – because of weak commitments and accounting loopholes in developed 
country targets. 
 
Importantly, UNEP also concludes that it is still possible to close the gap by 2020 and 
keep levels of warming to below 1.5 or 2°C through energy efficiency, promotion of 
renewable energy, reductions in deforestation and improved agricultural practices. 
Action to tackle emissions from international aviation and shipping – which are currently 
unregulated – could also help. 
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Based on the report, all countries can and must do more to close the “gigatonne gap,” 
WWF said. The priority must be to increase the credibility of developed countries’ 
actions, by closing the accounting loopholes and raising ambition for tackling climate 
change in line with scientific evidence. For example, the EU needs to accept that its 
current commitment to cut emissions by just 20% by 2020 is widening the gap and the 
US, which still has no credible plan in place to meet even its weak emission reduction 
target, must adopt one. 
 
Notes to editors  
 
1. The UNEP Bridging the Emissions Gap report can be found here: 

www.unep.org/newscentre 
 
2. WWF believes that. at the Durban climate talks, which start on 28 November, 

governments can take real steps to begin to close the “gigatonne gap”: 
  
 They must agree strict rules on accounting for land use and forestry emissions that 

account for what the atmosphere ‘sees’ and agree strict limits on the use of surplus 
emission allowances from the first Kyoto commitment period; 

 They must clearly rule out the “double counting” of offset credits against both 
developed country targets and developing country pledges, and rule out offsets that 
do not deliver real reductions and don’t promote sustainable development; 

 They must agree on the need for global emissions to peak by 2015 and to be 80% 
below 1990 levels globally by 2050 

 They must agree on new and innovative sources of finance (such as an international 
mechanism for international aviation and shipping) that can help to fund emission 
reductions and adaptation to climate impacts in developing countries; 

 They must agree a second commitment period to the Kyoto Protocol and set out a 
clear mandate for a comprehensive legally binding agreement, with a timeline that 
will not effectively rule out the prospects for an early peak in emissions. 

For further information: 
Ian Morrison (in Washington DC), ian.morrison@wwfus.org, +1(202) 372-6373 
 
For a copy of the report, please visit www.unep.org/newscentre or contact: 

UNEP Newsdesk (Nairobi) on Tel. +254 20 762 5022, Email: unepnewsdesk@unep.org 

About WWF 
WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation 
organizations, with over 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 
countries.  WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the Earth's natural environment 
and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the 
world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is 
sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption. 
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