
Pedestrians First
Tools for a Walkable City

pedestriansfirst.itdp.org

Icebreaker activity:
What’s your favorite walkable place?
What makes it walkable?
Tell us in the Zoom chat! D. Taylor Reich

(they/them pronouns)
taylor.reich@itdp.org

https://pedestriansfirst.itdp.org/


1. Why walking matters
2. What is walkability?
3. How to use 

Pedestrians First

Today’s Webinar



Why walking matters

Cars + cities = traffic jams



Why walking matters

People take up less space than cars



Why walking matters

Walking lets people get places



Why walking matters

Equity, Resilience, Environment, Economy, Health, Society 



Why walking matters

Cities for Babies Benefit Everyone



Why walking matters

COVID-19 response



Why walking matters

COVID-19 recovery + future resiliency



Why walking matters

See the research for yourself:

pedestriansfirst.itdp.org/about
pedestriansfirst.itdp.org/related-publications

http://pedestriansfirst.itdp.org/about
http://pedestriansfirst.itdp.org/related-publications


2. What is walkability?

Today’s Webinar



What is walkability?



New Jersey: 
Footpath:
-Clear
-Wide
-Maintained
Unsafe crossing
No destinations
No people walking

Is this walkable?

What is walkability?



Addis Ababa: 
Blocked footpath
Unsafe street
Many destinations
Many people walking

Is this walkable?

What is walkability?



What is walkability?

Jakarta: 
Dense neighborhoods
Quiet, narrow streets
Highways cutting 
neighborhoods off 
from each other

Is this walkable?



What is walkability?

Walkability:
● Street
● Neighborhood
● Transit
● City



Why another walkability tool?

There are already many tools:

See pedestriansfirst.itdp.org/related-publications



Why another walkability tool?

Pedestrians First is:

Global • Multipurpose • User-friendly • Action-oriented



3. How to use 
Pedestrians First

Today’s Webinar



Quick stretch break :-)



Pedestrians First 
is a toolkit that 
anyone can use

Today’s Webinar



How to use Pedestrians First

Walkability:
● Street
● Neighborhood
● Transit
● City



Walkability:
● Street
Checklist of 
walkability features 
for a single street
●
●
●

How to use Pedestrians First



How to use Pedestrians First



How to use Pedestrians First

Walkability:
●
● Neighborhood
Self-survey of 
walkability 
indicators
●
●

TODstandard.org

http://todstandard.org


How to use Pedestrians First

Walkability:
●
●
● Transit
Self-survey of 
inclusivity 
indicators
●



How to use Pedestrians First

Walkability:
●
●
●
● City
Database of five 
walkability 
indicators and 
maps in 1,000 
cities



How to use Pedestrians First

Walkability:
●
●
●
● City
Database of five 
walkability 
indicators and 
maps in 1,000 
cities

5: Car-Free Places

1: People Near Services 2: People Near Transit

4: Pop. Density3: Block Density



How to use Pedestrians First

People Near Services and Population Density 
in northeastern Addis Ababa

Explore: 
zoom in on 
parts of a city



Compare:
Contrast results 
between cities

How to use Pedestrians First



Analyze:
Download the 
maps and use 
them yourself

How to use Pedestrians First



The very technical slide!

OpenStreetMap
city streets
city amenities
(schools, 
healthcare, 
car-free areas)

Population density
(Global Human Settlement Layer)

GTFS (transit)
(OpenMobilityData.org)

Python:
OSMnx
Geopandas
Rasterstats

Free and open source:
github.com/ITDP/PedestriansFirst



How to use Pedestrians First

Walkability:
● Street
● Neighborhood
● Transit
● City



Let us know in the chat!
● ???
● ???
● ???

How will you use Pedestrians First?



Questions?

D. Taylor Reich (they/them pronouns)
taylor.reich@itdp.org



Thank you!
I’ll be sticking around for a few minutes to 
answer any questions you still have, or show 
you a demo if you want :-)

D. Taylor Reich (they/them pronouns)
taylor.reich@itdp.org


