
Pedestrians First
Tools for a Walkable City



Another Walkability Tool?
● Global examples
● Quick and inexpensive data collection
● Easy to understand metrics
● Multiple scales to understand walkability 
● Globally applicable



FRAMEWORK



Walkability Hierarchy of Needs



Features of Walkability: Infrastructure



Features of Walkability: Activity



Features of Walkability: Priority



THREE SCALES











CITY SCALE



City







Other City Scale Indicators In Development

Activity:  Weighted Residential Density

Infrastructure:  People Near Frequent Transit

Priority:  Reduced Car Space



NEIGHBORHOOD SCALE



1. Walkways
2. Crosswalks
3. Visually Active Frontage
4. Physically Permeable Frontage
5. Shade and Shelter
6. Small Blocks
7. Prioritized Connectivity
8. Complementary Uses
9. Access to Local Services

10. Driveway Density
11. Roadway Area



Crosswalks











Visually Active Frontage
●  A length of building frontage that abuts 

public walkways and is visually penetrable.
● If 20 percent or more of its abutting 

building frontage is visually active 
frontage, then the walkway is visually 
active.











Prioritized Connectivity
Ratio of pedestrian to 
motor vehicle 
intersections









STREET SCALE









Future Plans

● More city-wide indicators
● Online format



Thanks!
Joe Chestnut
joe.chestnut@itdp.org

www.itdp.org/walk 

http://www.itdp.org/walk

