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‘Keeping buses
~ on the left

may not work’

International expert on BRT
projects says Delhi’s solution faulty

Atul Mathur
Hew Dalhi, May 15

DELHI GOWERMMEMT muy claim that shilting s lanes bo
the left ocm the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) corridor will help, but
experts working on BET projects elsewhera are not very sure,

Walter Hook, executive director of Bew York-based Insti-
fute for Transpartation and development Poliey (ITDF), who
was in the city to attend a seminar on transpertation hens, ex
pressad his reservations with the idea. “Having bus lanes in
the middle of the corridor is 8 good idea. It reduces chances
af conflict with other motorised vehicles. Onee yon shift
thern bo the left, thes il be subjected to a lot of obstructon
in the form of ather vehicles turn-
ing beft,”™ he said.

Hook also said it would sdd fo
the problem of the traffic signal
svstem, Signalling on BRT corridar
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mintroduced maod-
ernised cycle-rick-

here, ha said, §5 alomdy a problem.  shaws in Delhi,
“Bix minute waiting time af iraffic  Agra and Jaipur
interaections is a very long tima. In 5
Bogota, where traffle pattern is thIghlinrgwsza n
similar to that of Delh, the walting e 25 v w‘u““
time at traffic intersections s three  SMUEHCS FEESTMS
minwtes, think that nesds fo be ne-
worked," said Hook. B Glving technical
ITOP i working on projects re-  assistance to BRT
lated to franspardation reforms,  projectsin India,
low cost public transports, inclwd-  China, South
ing BRT system, pedestrian issues  Africa, Tanzania
and traffic demand managementin - and Senegal
Asian, Afrlcan, Latin Amercian P
and East Buropean countries, :I:Er:rlﬁn?h?w
Hook and his three colleagues  pgauen
were in Delhi to atbend a seminar )
on ‘Bus Rapid Transit and MonMo-  ®Healthcane |ogis:
torised Transportation in Indian  tles inAfrica
Cities: problems, solutions and the gcalifornia bike
road ahead’, organised by the  pmoject
ITDFs India chapter
Appreciating the government's =Fromaoting

efforts to provide a separate cycle
and pedestrisn tracks along the

cyeling In Afrlca

BRT cortidor Hook sald efforts should be made to make bus
movement faster “There are too many bus roontes an this cor-
ridor and bises turning right, That needs to be raticnalized to
halp in sEimplifying traffic signalling,” said Hoolk.

He added that buses on this corridor “handle a decant
1200 o 50 passengers per direction per hour, which is guite
high, bt bases move af a very slow speed at 1514 kilombere
per hour, which is guite skow in comparison to 30 ki per hour
univarsal standard”, Hoolk also suggested that bus bays
shieuld be pulled back B3R metres from traffic intersections
1o streamline traffic.
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